CHAPTER I
SETTING UP OF THE NAPIONAL COMMISSION AND ITS FUNCTIONS

~Histdrica1 béckgmound'

Article 338 of the Constitution of India originally
provided for the appointment of a Special Officer for the
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes charged with the duty to
‘investigate all matters relating to .the safeguards provided for
the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes under the Constitution
-and to report to the President upon the working of these
safeguards at prescribed intervals. In pursuance of this
provision a Special Officer known as the Commissioner for
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes was appointed for the
first time on 18th November, 1950. By 1965 the Commissioner for
Scheduled Castes and. Scheduled Tribes had 17 regional offices
located in various States, headed by Assistant Commissieoners for
Scheduled Castes anpd Scheduled Tripes who were, in July 1965,
redesignated ‘as Deputy Commissioners. This field organisation
of the Commissioner was reorganised into 5 Zonal Offices in June
1967  and placed wunder - the control of the newly created
Directorate General of Backwgrd Classes Welfare in the
Department of Sacial Welfare. Each Zonal Office was headed by a
Zonal Director, Backward Classes Welfare (newly created posts)
and the erstwhile regional Deputy Commissioners for 8C & ST were
redesignated as Deputy Directors, Backward Classes ‘Welfare, and
placed under the control of the Zonal Directors located at

- Chandigarh (Northern . Zone), Bhopal - (Central Zone},  Patna
(Eastern Zone), Baroda (Western Zone) and Madras {Southern
Zone). The Eastern Zone office had two branches at Bhubaneswar.
and Shillong and later a branch office of the Central Zone

‘office was set up at Luckpow. Each of these branch offices was

- headed by a Deputy Director. . The Western Zone office was
shifted to Ahmedabad in 1969.  This arrangement continued till
NMovember 1978. With effect from 1-12-78 the field offices were
transferred to the newly set up Commission for SC & ST and the
7onal = Directors, BCW, and the Deputy Diregtors, BCW, were

" rechristened as Directors for SC & ST :and Peputy Directors for

SC & ST respectively. After some time the =zonal set-up was
abolished and the Commission once again came to have 17 field
offices. Since the field Directors were also working for the

commissioner for SC & ST, they were redesignated as Director for
' SC & ST and ex-officio Deputy Commissioner for SC & ST.

Setting up of the Commission for Scheduled Castes and Séﬁédhled
Tribes

ka2 There had been a persistent demand by representatives
.»/0f SC & ST in the Parliament and elsewhere that instead of one
single officer to handle the entire responsibility under Article
338 there should be a multi-member Commission with adequate
powers to be effective. This was felt necessary in view of the



magnitude and vastness of the problems relating to the
Constitutional safeguards proyvided for SC and ST. In July 1978
the Government of India decided to set up the Commission for
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes, consisting of a Chairman
and four Members including the Special Officer appointed under
Article 338 .0f' the -Constitution. This was-.done by the Ministry
of Home Affairs Resolution No.13013/9/77-SCT(I) dated 2lst July,
1978 (Annexure 1.I) which listed the functions of the Commission
as follows:

(1) To investigate all matters relating to safeguards prov1ded
for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes  1in the
Constitution. This would, inter alia, include a review of
the manner - in which reservations stipulated in . public

“services for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes are, in
practice, implemented. . :

(ii) To study the implementation of Protectlon of Civil Rights
Act, 1955, with particular reference to the objective of
‘removal of untouchability and invidious discrimination
arising therefrom within a period of five years.

(iii) To . ascertain the socio-economic and other relevant

o circumstances - accounting- for the commission of offences

against persons belonging to Scheduled Castes or Scheduled

Tribes with a view to ensuring the removal of impediments

in the laws in force and to recommend appropriate remedial

measures, - including measures to ensure - prompt
investigation of the offences. PR

(iv) To enquire into individual compleints regarding denial cf
any safeguards provided to any person clalmlng to belong
to Scheduled:Castes or Scheduled Tribes.-

Settlng ‘up of the National Comm1551on for Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes w.e.f.1-9-87

1.3 . The functions of the Commission for SC & ST inh the Home
Ministry's. Resolution dated' 21-7-78 and those of the Special
Officer appointed ‘under Article. 338 of the Constitution
overlapped considerably. In July 1987 the Government announced
its decision  to demarcate the functions - of  the  twd
organisations, to rename the Commission for SC & ST as ' the
National Commission .for SC & ST and to strengthen the
-organisation of the Commissioner for SC & ST. Accordingly the
National Commission for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes
was set. up ‘vide ‘Ministry of Welfare = Resolution. No.BC-
13015/12/86-SCD-VI dated 1-9-1987 (Annexure 1.1ITI).

~

1.4 ~The Ministry of Welfare Resolution dated 1-9- 1987

listed the functions cf the National Commission as under:
(i) To study the ‘extent and ramifications of untouchability
and social. discrimination arising therefrom and

effectiveness of the present measures and recommend
further measures to be taken; '




(ii) to study socio-economic and ether relevant circumstances
leading to the commission of offences against persons
belonging to Scheduled Castés and Scheduled Tribes and to

. . recommend appropriate,;emedial measures to ensure prompt
:yg:,investigation of such offences, ' .

- (iii) to take up studies on -different aspects of development of
orer the‘Scheduled Castes qnd”Schéduled Tribes with a view to
‘ensuring integration of these groups with the mainstream

;o cof the- 'society in ‘all aspects. - These would include
studies . in the fields of socio-economic development,
education, = commerce, trade, -art, literature, language,

‘41 housings, - comminication, agriculture, - forestry,

horticulture, fisheries, rehabilitation, pollution and
enviornment, and : : . '

(iw}. such other functions as may be entrusted to the National

. - Commission for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes in
evolving general policies relating to any aspects of
development of the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes
as may be thought proper by the Central Government.

Setting up of the Constitutional National Commission for
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes

1.5 . ' Though ‘the Commissiéner for - Scheduled Castes and

‘Scheduled Tribes ‘had been functioning as a Constitutional

‘authority under Article 338 since 1950, the Government of India,

_keeping in view the magnitude of the problems of the Scheduled -

Castes and Scheduled Tribes, decided to set up a broad based
multi-member body as a Constitutional authority in place of a
single person to make it more representative,and strong. ' It  was
intended that the organisation of the Special Officer
(Commissioner’for.Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes) would
merge with that of the Commisslon. The Government of India
introduced the Constitution (Fortysixth Amendment) Bill, 1978
(Bill No.ll9 of 1978), in . the Lok - Sabha on 3-8-1978 with the
~ intention of  :amending Article 338 of 'theMConstitution. This
“Bill could' not be taken up ‘in the 1978 "Winter Session of the
. Parliament-due to lack of time .and was brought up again in the
Lok Sabha as the Constitution,(Fiftyfirst Amendment) Bill, 1979.
It was debated in the Lok Sabha on 16-5-1979 but during voting
on 17-5-1979 the Bill fell through for want of the reguisite
majority. In these circumstances the two organisations, viz.,
the Commission for gcheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes -set up
by a Resolution of the Government of India and the Commissioner
for Scheduled Castes and -Scheduled Tribes set up under - Article
338 of the Constitution, co-existed £iIl March 11, 1992. A
- fresh - Bill was passed by the Parliament as the Constitution
(sixtyfifth Amendment) Act, 1990, and received the assent of the
president on 7-6-1990 (Annexure 1.III). This Act was given
effect to on March 12, 1992. '



1.6 - The Rules made under the amended Article 338 of. the
Constitution provide that the Commission shall consist of -a
" Chairperson, a Vice-Chairperson and five» other Members. - The
Ministry of Welfare, vide Notification No.13040/2/90~SCDTVI
dated 12-3-1992, announced the appointment of the following
persons who took over charge on the dates shown against each:

(1) Shri Ram Dhan Chairperson 12-3-1992 , .
(2) Shri T.Machi Rai Vice-Chairperson (expired before '
Munda : assuming office)

(3) shri B.Sammaiah Member 20-3-1992

(4) Dr.Sarojini Member 1-4-1992
Mahishi ‘

(5) Chaudhry Hari = Member 16-3-1992
Singh, M.P. '

(6) Shri Phanindra Member 3-4-1992
Nath Brahma

(7)  Shri Jhinabhai R. Member 24-3-1992
Darjea v

Shri Bandi Oraon, MLA (Bihar), was appointed Vice-Chairperson
vide Ministry of Welfare Notification No.13014/2/90-SCD~VI dated
16-6-1992, Shri Oraon assumed office on 26-6-1992, Shri Ram

Functions of the Commission

1.7 Clause (5) of the amended Article 338 provides that it
shall be the duty of the Commission:

(a) to investigate and monitor all matters relating to the
safegnards provided for the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes under this Constitution or under any other law for
the time being in force or under any order of the
Government and to evaluate the working of such safeguards;

(b) to inguire into specific complaints with respect"to the
deprivation of rights and safeguards of the 8cheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes;

(c) to participate and advise on the planning process of socio~
economic development of the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Pribes .and to evaluate the brogress of their development
under the Union and any State;

(d) ‘to present to the President, annually and at such other
times as the Commission may deem fit, reports upon the
working of those safeguards; :

(e) to make in such reports recommendations as to the measures'
that should be taken by the Union or any State for the




effective implementation of those safeguards and ~other
measures for the protection, welfare and socio-economic
development of the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes;

and

(f) to discharge such other functions in relation to the
protection, welfare and development and advancement of the
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes as the President may,
subject to the provisions of any law made by Parliament, by
rule specify.

Clause (4) of Article 338 empowers the Commission to
regulate its own procedure.

1.8 According to clause (8) of Article 338 the Commissioh

shall, while investigating any matter referred to in sub-clause:
(a) or inguiring into any complaint referred to in sub-clause (b)

of clause (5), have all the powers of a civil court trying a suit

and in particular in respect of the following matters, namely:

(a) summoning and enforcing the attendance of any person from
any part of India and examining him on oath;

(b) regquiring the discovefy and production of any documents;
(c) receiving evidence on affidavits;

(@) regquisitioning any public record or COpPY thereof from any
court or office; .

(e} issuing commissions for the examination of witnesses and
documents; ‘

(f£) any other matter which the President may by rule, determine.

1.9 Clause (9) of Article 338 provides that the Union and
every State Government shall consult the Commission on all major
policy matters. affecting the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes.

1.10 The Commission's function in clause 5(a) regarding

imvestigation and monitoring of all matters relating to
Constitutional and other safeguards provided for the Scheduled

Castes and Scheduled Tribes has the following three components:

(1) Investigation
(ii) Monitoring
(iii) Evaluation

Investigation

1.10(a) The Article provides unlimited scope for the Commission
to investigate any -matter relating to safeguards. The phrase



"all matters" is a broad enabling provision and the Commission
would have to take decisions regarding the matters that it would
take up for investigation from time to time. The procedure and
methodology of investigation are to be determined by the
Commission itself.

"Monitoring

1.10(b) The Commission Has been entrusted with the
responsibility of monitoring the working of the safeqguards. The

two predecessor Commissions constituted in 1978 and 1987 had not
been given this function. » :

1.10(c) Articles 15(4), 16, 17, 19(5), 46, 164(1), 244, 244n,
275, 330, 332, 334, 335, 338, 339, 341, 342, 371A, 371B and 371C
of the :Constitution provide various safequards for the Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes. In addition, there are the Fifth
Schedule, the Sixth Schedule and a number of Acts and various
executive orders of the Central and the State Governments for
protection of the interests of the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes. Some of these Acts like the PCR Act, 1955, the Bonded
Labour System (Abolition) Act, 1976, the Scheduled Castes and the
Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989, the Forest
Conservation Act, 1980, excise policies, the laws governing
alienation of Ilands - belonging to SC & ST, provision of
reservation in the allotment of retail agencies 1like Public
Distribution System, petrol, kerosene, L.P.G. outlets,
reservation in admission to educational institutions in general
and professional educational institutions are all safeguards
which are intended to take care of the interests of persons
belonging to SC & ST.

1.10(d) It is not difficult to see that monitoring of all the
matters covered by the Constitutional provisions, laws and
Government orders has such a big canvas that it would require a
very big organisation with a lot of personnel and processing

systems. Meaningful monitoring requires keeping a watch on
certain matters and pointing out the deficiencies so that
midcourse correctives can be applied immediately. Such

concurrent evaluation is intended to improve the quality of
implementation of a pbrogramme. Mere collection of statistics or

~figures is not monitoring. During the year under report the

Commission did not have the required staff support to take up any
monitoring work.

Evaluation

l.lO(e) When a programme has been completed it is studied to

find out its impact and its good and bad features. It is a kind
of postmortem which helps the planner and the administrator in
formulation .of future programmes. The Progfamme Evaluation
Organisation, Planning Commission, some research institutes 'and
academicians have developed evaluation techniques which can be
utilised by the Commission. ‘ '




Ae

Inquiry into specific complaints

1.11 Clause 5(b) requires the Commission to inquire into
specific complaints with respect to deprivation of rights and
safeguards of SC & ST. The Commission has been receiving a large
number of compla;n;s/representaLlons from individuals or from
assoc1at1ons/organlsatlons about the various grievances of SC &
ST relating to service safeguards, atrocities, social,

educational, economic, political and other miscellaneous matters.
While- dealing with these complaints the Commission initiates
enquiries to keep a watch on the working of the safeguards
provided in the Constitution, laws, etc. It had been the
experience in the earlier Commissions and the Commissioner's
office that their letters did evoke positive response from the
concerned authorities and many of the wrongs were corrected

* during the course of the enquiry. In a formal and technical

sense the inguiry and 1nvest1gatlon by this Commission have to be
held 'on the pattern of the ingquiry conducted under the

Commissions of Inquiry Act. The Commission may gather facts and
take evidence on oath, if it becomes necessary, and call for
documents from any . authority, or even a court. The powers of the

civil court are given to the Commission to enable it to_  compel
the presence of persons or productlon of documents or dep051tlon
on oath, but it may not be necessary to use these powers in all
cases. A large number of complaints have been handled with
positive results without having to invoke’ these legal processes.

Participation in the planning process

1.12 In Clause 5 (c) of Article 338 the Commission has been
entrusted with a very important function of participating in and
advising on the planning process of socio-economic development of
SC & ST and evaluating the progress of their development under
the Union and any State. At the Centre the Commission has to be
associated with the Planning Commission and the various Union
Ministries in formulation of developmental programmes for SC & ST
exclusively or the Tribal Sub=Plan and the Special Component Plan
for the ' Scheduled Castes. The State: Governments and
U.T.Administrations are also required to associate the Commission
with .the process of Plan formulation right from the beginniny.
In this exercise the Commission and its field offices will have
to get involved intimately. In the year under report the
procedure for this was not fully establlshed

Consultation with the Comm1551on by Governments on all major
policy matters

1.13 Clause (9) of Article 338 makes it obligatory for the
Central Government and every State Government to consult the
National Commission on all major policy matters affecting SC &
ST. This provision implies that  the Central Government as well
as the State Governments must consult the Commission before
taking any major legislative or executive measure affecting the
interests of SC & ST. In the year under report only one case of
such consultation (settlng up of the National Commission on Safai
Karmacharis) came to the Commission. '



ANNEXURE 1.1

MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS
(GRIH MANTRALAYA)

New Delhi-118001
Dated 21 July, 1978/30 Asadha, 1900

RESOLUTION
No. 13013/9/77-SCT.1

Article 338 of the Constitution provides for the appointment of a Special Officer for the
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes who is charged with the duty to investigate all matters
relating to the safeguards provided for the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes under the Cons-
titution and to report to the President upon the working of these safeguards at prescribed intervals.
In"pursuance thereto, a Special Officer, commonly known as Commissioner for Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes, is appointed by the President from time to time. Considering the magnitude
of the problem the Government are of the view that in addition to the functioning and authority
of the Special Officer, these matters should appropriately be entrusted to a high level Commi-

ssion conmsisting of persons of eminence and status in public life, The functioning of the
Commission will not be lessening the authority of the Special Officer.

2. Government have accordingly decided to sct up a Commission for this purpose which
shall consist of a Chairman and not more than four other Members, including the Special Oflicer
appointed under Article 338 of the Comnstitution. The term of office of the Chairman aund the -
Members of the Commnsston wnll not ordmarlly exceed three years.

3. The headquarters of the Commlsslon wnll be located at New Delhi.

4, The functions of "the proposed Commxssnon will broadly correspond with the func-
tions at present entrusted to the: Specml Oﬁicer under Article 338 of the Constitution and
w ill be as follows: : S

(i) To investigate all matters rﬁlatmg to safeguardc provided for Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes in the Constitution. This would, inter alia, inchide a review of the
manuer in which reservations stlpulated in public services for Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tnbes, are, in pract:ce implemented.

(ii) To study the implementation of Protection of Civil Rights Act, 1955, with particular
reference to the objective of removal of untouchability and invidious discrimination
arising therefrom within a pcnod of five years.

(iii) To ascertain the socno-cmnom_xc,and other relevant circumstances. accounting for
the commission of offemges against - persons belonging to Scheduled Castes or
Scheduled Tribes with a view. to éﬁsurmg the .removal of impediments in the laws.

- in force and to recommend appropnate remedial measures mcludmg meaeurcsto
ensure prompt investigatiom of the oﬂ'ences ' ;

(iv) To enquire into mdnv1dualcamplamts regarding denial of any safpgudrds provided 1@
any person claiming to belong to Scheduled Castes or Scheduled Tribes.

5. The Commission will devise Hsown procedure in the dlscharge of its functions. All fhe
Ministries and Departments of the vaernme;nt of India will furnish such information and daci-
ments and provide such assistance as may be réquired by the Commission from time to time. The.




Government of India trusts that the State Governments and Union Territory Administrations and
others concerned will extend their fullest cooperation and assistance to the Commission.

6. The Commission will submit an Annual Reportto the President detailing its activities and.

* recommiendations. This will, however, not preclude the Cominission from submitting Reports

to the Government at any time they consider necessary on matters within their scope of work.
The Annual Report together with a memorandum outlining the action taken on the recommen-
dations and explaining the reasons for nop-acceptanse of recommendations, if any, insofar as it
~ relates to the Central Government will be laid before cach House of Parliament.

ORDER

_ Ordered that a ¢opy of this Resolution be communicated to all Ministries and Departments
of the Government of India, State Governments and Union Territory Administrations. etc.

Qtdefed also that the Resolutmn be published in the Gazette of India for general infor-
mation. . ,

- 8df-

{B.G. DESHMUKH)
A.(ttliiikmal S:cretary




ANNEXURE 1.11
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF WELFARE
New Delhi, Ist September, 1987

No. BC-13015/12/86-SCD-V1

RESOLUTION

Whereas a Commission for Scheduled Castes and“'_:Schcduléd “Tribes (hereinaftler‘ reférrcd to,

asthe Commissic 1) was' set up under the Ministry of Home Affairs’, Resolution No. BC-13013/9/7
SCT I dated the :1st July, 1978 (hereinafter referred to as the said Resolution).

LN

2. And whereas according to the said Resolutkiqn the functions of the Commissio_r}-_
were to broadly correspond with the functions entrusted to the Special Officer under
Article 338 of the Constitution.

3. And whereas it is considered necessary to modify the functions of the Commission as
originally thought of in the said Resolution to avoid any overlapping of the functions of the
Special Officer. and the Commission, ‘

4. Now, therefore, in supersession of the said Resolution, the Government of India have
decided to set up a National Commission for Schcduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes in place of
the Commission. It shall consist of a Chairman and not more than eleven other members, The
terms and conditions of the Chairman and the Members of the National Commission shall be as
determined by the Government in each case, provided that their term of office shall not normally
exceed three years. '

5. The National Commission for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes will be a national
level advisory body to advise on broad issues on policy and levels of development of Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes. With this objective in view, the National Commission may include
experts in the field of social anthropology, social work and other related social sciences. :

6. The headquarters of the National Commission wil‘ll:_vbe located at New Delhi. c
7. The functions of the National Commission for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes "
will be as follows : ' e

e

(a) To study the extent and ramifications of untduchability and social discrimination arisiﬁ?éi'g

therefrom and effectiveness of the present measures and recommend furth
measures to be taken, L

(b) to study socio-economic and other relevant circumstances leading to the
commission of offences against persons belonging to Scheduled Castes and.
Scheduled Tribes and to recommend appropriate remedial measures to ensure prompt
investigation of such offences,

(c) to take up studies on different aspects of development of the Scheduled Castes ant 3¢
Scheduled Tribes with a view to ensuring integration of these groups with the main-

10




stream of the society in all aspects. These would includc studics in the fields of
socio- economic development, education, commerce, trade, art, literature, languagz,

housing, communication, agriculture, forestry, horticulture, fisheries, rehabilitation,
pollution and environment, and

- (d) such other functions as may be entrusted to the Mational Commission for Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes in evolving general policies relating to any aspects of deve-
lopment of the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes as may be thought proper by
the Central Government. :

8. All the Mimstries and Departments of the Government of India will furnish such infor.
mation and documents and provide such assistance as may be required by the National Commission
for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes from time to time. The Government of India
trusts that the State Governments and Union Territory Administrations and others
concerned will extend their fullest co-operation and assistance to the National
Commission.

9. The reports of the National Commission for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribss
will be project based to be submitted to the Central Government as and when studies
are completed.

ORDER

Ordered that a copy of this Resolution be communicated to all Ministries and
Departments of the Government of India, State Governments and Union Territory
Administrations, etc.

Ordered also that the Resolution be published in the Gazette of India for general
information.

Sd/-

(B.XX. MISRA)
Joint Secy. to the Govt. of India

11
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MINISTRY OF LAW AND JUSTICE
(Legislative Department)
New Delhi, the 8th Iune, 1950/ Jyaistha 18, 1912 (Saka)

The following Act of Parliament rcceived the assent of the President on the
7th June, 1990, apd is hereby published for general information:—

THE CONST(TUTION (SIXTY-FIFTH AMENDMENT)
: ACT, 1990

(7th June, 1990)
An Act further to amend the Constitution of India.

Be it cnacted by Parliament in the Forty-first Year of the Republic of India
as follows —

1. (1) This Act may be called the Constitution (Sixty-fifth Amendment) Short title and
Act, 1990.

(2) It shall come into force on such date as the Central Government )
may, by notification in the Official Gazette, appoint.

Commencement

2. In article 338 of the Constitution,— Amendment of

(a) for the marginal heading, the following marginal heading shall be 2'ticle 338
substituted, namely :(—

“National Comunission for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes”;

12
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(b) for clauses (1) and (2), the following clauses shall be substituted,
namely —

“(1) There shall be a Commission for the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes to be known as the National Commission for the Scheduled Castes apd

Scheduled Tribes.

(2) Subject to the provisions of any law made in this behalf by Parliament,
the Commission shall consist of a Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson and five other
Members and the conditions of service and tenure of office of the Chairperson,
Vice-Chairperson and other Members so appointed shall be such as the Presi-~
dent may by rule determine.

(3) The Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson and other Members of the Comnmis-
sion shall be appointed by the President by warrant under his hapd and seal.

(4) The Commission shall have the power to regulate its own procedure.
(5) 1t shall be the duty of the Commission—

(a) to investigate and monitor all matters relating to the safeguards
provided for the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes under this Consti-
tution or upder any other law for the time being in force or under any order
of the Government and to evaluate the working of such safeguards;

(b) to inquire into specific complaints with respect to the deprivation
of rights and safeguards of the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes;

(c) to participate and advise on the planning process of socic-ecopomic
development of the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes and to evaluate
the progress of their development under the Union and any State;

(d) to present to the President, annually and at such other times as the
Commission may deem fit, reports upon the working fof those safeguards;

{e) to make in such rcports recommendations as to the measures that
should be taken by thc Union or @ny Statc for the effective implemeutation
of those safeguards and other measures for the protection, welfare and
socio-economic development of the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tri~
bes; and

(f) to discharge such other functions in relation to the protection,
welfare and development and advancement of the Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes as the President may, subject to the provisions of any law
made by Parliament, by rule specify. .

(6) The President shall cause all such reports to be: laid before each House
of Parliament along with a memorandum explaining the action taken or propo-
sed to be taken on the recommendations rtelating to the Union and the reasons
for the non-acceptance, if any, of any of such recommendations.

(7) Where any such report, or any part thereof, relates to any matter with
which any State Government is concerned, a copy of such report shall be for-
warded 1o the Governor of the State who shall cause it to be Jaid before the Legis-
lature of the State along with a memorandum explaining the action taken or pro-
posed to be taken on the recommendations relating to the State and the reasons
for the non-acceptance, if any, of any of such recommendations.

(8) The Commission shall, while investigating any matter referred to in sub-
clause (a) or inquiring into any complaint referred to in sub-clause (b) of clause
(5), have all the powers of a civil court trying a suit and in particular in respect
of the following matters, pamely — ‘

(a) summoning and enforcing the attendance of any person from any

part of India and examining him on oath;

(b) requiring the discovery and production of any documents;

13
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(c) receiving evidence on affidavits;

(d) requisitioning any public record or copy thereof from any court
or office;

(e) issuing commissions for the examination of witnesses and docu-
ments;

(f) any other matter which the President may by rule, determine.

(9) The Unjon and every State Government shall consult the Commission

on all major policy matters affecting Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes.”;

(c) existing clause (3) shall be renumbered as clause (10).

Sd/-
(V. S. RAMA DEVI)
Secy. to the Govt. of India

14






